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HAMPSHIRE FIRM HELPS CHARITY TO RUN A COMPETITION TO DEMOLISH TWO 
550 FOOT TOWERS  

 
Two charities are offering one lucky person the chance to make history by 

"pressing the button" to blow up two 550 foot chimneys. The competition is being 

organized with the help of local Hampshire firm, Vir2 Ltd, who have arranged a 

text competition for Lafarge Cement, Ellenor Lions Hospice and Kent Air 

Ambulance Trust.  

 

To enter the competition and donate £3 to be split between the charities simply 

text BOOM to 70300  Full competition rules are available at  

http://www.ellenorlions.org/   

 

The 550 foot chimneys 's at Larfarge’s former Northfleet cement works in Kent 

will be brought down on Sunday March 28th, symbolically marking the end of 

nearly 200 years of cement making production at the site.  

 

Lynn Hyder, County Fundraiser for Kent Air Ambulance said 'This is probably one 

of the most unusual ways that we have ever raised funds for the charity and we 

are grateful to Lafarge for giving us the opportunity.'  
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Nigel Rees, Demolition Manager at Lafarge Cement's Northfleet site  said:  "We 

are delighted to be able to offer someone this once-in-a lifetime opportunity to 

start the demolition of both chimneys.  

 

"The chimneys have been a longstanding landmark for Northfleet, the money 

raised will hopefully make a lasting impression for a charitable cause.  

 

The last time for entries to the competition is 5pm on 25th March – texts after that 

time and date may still be charged £3 as a donation to charity, but will not be 

entered into the competition. 

 

Vir2 pay everything they receive after network charges to the charities. Network 

rates vary by network but are not more than 69p (Orange) and not less than 30p 

(O2 and Vodafone).  There is a free way to enter but you must go to the website 

to find about it and live with your conscience afterwards that you were not 

prepared to pay £3 to two good causes. The competition is not open to users of 

the Virgin Mobile network. 
 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
Vir2 specialise in providing marketing and fundraising solutions to the charity sector. It is the only 
text provider in England to specialise solely in the charity sector. It has run over 750 campaigns 
for over 160 charities including many well known names including ActionAid, Age Concern, 
Christian Aid, RNLI, The Woodland Trust, and UNHCR 
 
Text and mobile phones are part of our everyday lives. In the UK we send 11 million texts an hour 
and a total of 9.6 billion texts were sent in the UK in December 20101. Mobile device out number 
PCs and it is becoming the way we access the internet. Already as many people have broadband 
access to the internet in the UK by mobile device as have high speed home access (about 30% 
of the population).2 
 
Vir2 is a limited company founded in 2005, based in Wickham, Hampshire.  
 
Roger Craven   08450 947 958 
   www.vir2.co.uk 
 
  
 
                                                 
1 Source: Mobile Data Association 
2 Source: Ofcom 


